SOUTH AFRICAN GUILD OF MOTORING JOURNALISTS

ABSA Vehicle Finance Motoring Journalist of the Year Competition 2003

Entry Form
Entrant’s Name…………………………………………………………………………..

Publication(s)…………………………………………………………………………….

Address…………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………Post Code…………

Tel (Bus)…………………………………….Tel (Cell)…………………………………

Tick the category for which this entry applies

A. 
MOTORING

B.
MOTORING, Business

C.
MOTORING, Technology

D.
MOTORING, Finance

E.
MOTORSPORT

I would like this entry to be considered only for the ABSA Vehicle Finance Motoring Journalist of the Year award … (please tick if applicable)

Tick the applicable medium

Magazines

Newspapers

Radio

TV

Internet

Date…………………………………………. Signature………………………………..

I have read the rules of the competition and agree to abide by them

SOUTH AFRICAN GUILD OF MOTORING JOURNALISTS

ABSA Vehicle Finance Motoring Photographer of the Year Competition 2003

Entry Form
Entrant’s Name…………………………………………………………………………..

Publication(s)…………………………………………………………………………….

Address…………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………Post Code…………

Tel (Bus)…………………………………….Tel (Cell)…………………………………

Tick the category to which this entry applies

A.  MOTORING

B. MOTORSPORT

I would like this entry to be considered only for the ABSA Vehicle Finance Motoring Photographer of the Year award … (please tick if applicable)

Date…………………………………………. Signature………………………………..

I have read the rules of the competition and agree to abide by them

Attached hereto are clippings or photostats from the magazine or newspaper in which the work originally appeared. Alternatively, I submit a certificate of authenticity from a photo agency to show that the image or images were legitimately lodged for publication within the dates that apply for this competition
THE SOUTH AFRICAN GUILD OF MOTORING JOURNALISTS

ABSA Vehicle Finance Motoring Journalist/Photographer of the Year 2003

Rules
Embargoed until midnight, July 3, 2003

The SAGMJ Motoring Journalist of the Year/Photographer of the Year competition, sponsored by ABSA Vehicle Finance, seeks to recognise excellence in motoring journalism and photography and honour journalists and cameramen who inform, enlighten and entertain readers, listeners or viewers.

  Through the presentation of these awards the SAGMJ believes that motoring journalists and photographers will aspire to improve and advance the quality and standards of motoring journalism and photography in Southern Africa.

Closing Date

Closing date for entries is Friday, September 5. No late entries will be accepted. Work published or broadcast after September 1, 2002 is eligible. Entries will be accepted in 18 award categories. All entries submitted will be considered for Motoring Journalist of the Year/Photographer of the Year Awards. Total value of prize money is R37 500. The competition is sponsored by ABSA Vehicle Finance.

General

As in the past, an independent panel of judges will score editorial submissions in terms of content, style, readability, newsworthiness and innovation. In terms of photographic submissions, an independent panel of judges will score submissions in relation to content, composition, technical ability, emotive response, innovation and originality.      

Judges

Chairman:
Brand Pretorius (McCarthy Motor Holdings)

Convenor: 
Wynter Murdoch (Drive)

Panel:
Brendan Seery (The Star), Force Kashane (Bona), Pula Dippenaar (Auto Africa), Marilyn Hattingh (Caxton), Wessel Steffens (ABSA), Jan Hamman (Beeld), Noel Hammond (Nikon).

Subject 

1
MOTORING: New model evaluations, road tests (new and pre-owned vehicles), driving impressions, road safety, advanced driving assessments, as well as leisure and lifestyle topics in which motoring is a focal point.
Award Categories
1A
Magazines

1B
Newspapers

1C
Internet

1D
Television

1E
Radio

1F 
Photography

A winner and runner-up will be selected in each award category. If appropriate in the opinion of the judges, special awards will be made by the SAGMJ's Committee for Active Road Safety (CARS), in relation to reports relating to road safety issues. 

1G
MOTORING, Business (Magazines, Newspapers, Internet): Analysis of corporate, manufacturing, marketing, retail and labour-related topics, etc.

A winner and runner-up will be selected.

1H
MOTORING, Technology (Magazines, Newspapers, Internet): Technology at the cutting edge. How new ideas work, their application in everyday motoring and their impact on the environment.

A winner and runner-up will be selected.

1I
MOTORING, Finance (Magazines, Newspapers, Internet): Financial implications of vehicle ownership. What consumers should be aware of when buying or selling vehicles. 

A winner and runner-up will be selected. 

Subject 

2
MOTORSPORT: Local and international track racing, off-road racing and rallying, including F1, Superbikes, MotoGP, karting, WRC etc.
Award Categories
2A
Magazines

2B
Newspapers

2C
Internet

2D
Television
2E
Radio

2F
Photographic

A winner and runner-up will be selected in each award category.

3A
ABSA Vehicle Finance Special Award FOR MOTORING JOURNALISM: In recognition of efforts aimed at uplifting standards in motoring journalism.

A winner only will be selected.

3B
ABSA Vehicle Finance Motor Company of the Year: A manufacturer, importer or distributor that, in the opinion of a vote of full members of the Guild, has been proactive in keeping journalists and photographers well informed regarding its products and policies.

A winner only will be selected.

4A
MOTORING PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR: The photographer who, in the opinion of the judges, has excelled in portraying motoring's image in 2003.
A winner only will be selected.

4B
MOTORING JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR: The journalist who, in the opinion of the judges, has excelled in reporting accurately, consistently and meaningfully, motoring issues in Southern Africa in 2003
A winner only will be selected.

Prizes

Except in categories 3A, 3B, 4A and 4B, prizes will be awarded in the amount of R1 000 for each category winner, and R500 for each runner-up. Winners of 3A, the ABSA Vehicle Finance Special Award for Motoring Journalism and 3B, the ABSA Vehicle Finance Motor Company of the Year Award, each receive R2 500, while in categories 4A and 4B, respectively Motoring Photographer of the Year and Motoring Journalist of the Year, each receive R5 000.
  All entries in each journalistic or photographic awards category will automatically be considered for the 2003 SAGMJ Motoring Journalist of the Year Award and the Motoring Photographer of the Year Award. On request, entries may be considered for overall awards only. 

  Additional merit awards may be given at the discretion of the judges and may include the McCarthy Motors Lifetime Achievement Award, the Auto Africa Award for popularising motoring through the media, as well as commendations for specific reports and pictures.

Motor Company of the Year Award
The SAGMJ Motor Company of the Year Award, sponsored by ABSA Vehicle Finance, seeks to recognise excellence in a manufacturer's, importer's or distributor's efforts to keep journalists informed and enlightened as to the company's aims, policies and products. The winner will be determined through a vote by full members of the South African Guild of Motoring Journalists.

Entry Deadline
Entries into the competition will be accepted no later than Friday, September 5, 2003 and must consist of material published, broadcast or otherwise disseminated in Southern Africa or on the world wide web between September 1, 2002 and the competition’s closing date.

Journalistic Guidelines
Freedom of the media is indivisible from, and subject to, the same legal and moral restraints as that of the individual and rests on the public’s fundamental right to be informed. 

  The media shall be obliged to report motoring-related news truthfully, accurately and objectively. News items and features shall be presented in the correct context and in a balanced manner, without intentional or negligent departure from the facts whether by:

  1
Distortion, exaggeration or misrepresentation 

  2
Material omissions

  3
Summarisation 

  Only what may reasonably be true having regard to the source of the news may be presented as fact, and such information shall be published fairly with due regard to context and importance. Where a report is not based on facts or is founded on opinion, allegation, rumour or supposition, it shall be presented in such a manner as to indicate clearly its basis. 

    Where there is reason to doubt the correctness of a report and it is practicable to verify the correctness thereof, it shall be verified. Where it has not been practicable to verify the correctness of a report, the fact shall be mentioned. 

Comment

The media shall be entitled to comment upon or criticise any actions or events of importance to the motoring public, provided such comments or criticisms are fairly and honestly made. 

  Comment shall be presented in such a manner that it appears clearly that it is comment, and shall be made on facts truly stated or fairly indicated and referred to. Comment shall be an honest expression of opinion, without malice or dishonest motives, and shall take fair account of all available facts which are material to the matter commented upon. Headlines and captions to pictures shall give a reasonable reflection of the contents of the report or picture in question. 

Privacy
In so far as both news and comment are concerned, the motoring media shall exercise exceptional care and consideration in matters involving the private lives and concerns of individuals, taking cognisance of the fact that the right to privacy may be overridden by legitimate public interest. 

Judging Criteria
All entrants are required to submit samples of their work to be judged by an independent panel who are acknowledged specialists in their fields. If necessary, the judging panel will meet jointly to deliberate and decide on winners after submissions have been individually scrutinised and rated. 

Submissions: Print
All print media entrants must submit copies of their work in the form of a portfolio limited to a maximum of 24 pages in each category. Ideally, pages submitted should be of A4 size, but submissions originally published in larger or smaller format will be considered provided their total number does not exceed the stipulated 24 pages.

  Entries into each category must be packaged separately and include the relevant entry form. No late entries will be accepted.

Submissions: Internet
All Internet-based publishing entrants must submit copies of their work in the form of a portfolio no larger than 24 printed A4 pages. Entrants must submit copy taken directly from the web, together with the relevant URLs. 

  Entries into each category must be packaged separately and include the relevant entry form. No late entries will be accepted.

Submissions: Television
Entries must be on cassette in VHS format, the duration of the total number of inserts on the tape not exceeding 60 minutes. Separate cassettes must be provided for each category entry, along with relevant entry forms. No late entries will be accepted.

Submissions: Radio
Entries must be in cassette format, the duration of the total number of inserts on the tape not exceeding 60 minutes. Separate cassettes must be provided for each category entry, along with the relevant entry forms. No late entries will be accepted.

Submissions: Photographic Portfolios
Entries are limited to a maximum of 12 pictures per category, of which one image may be unpublished for any three published. 

  A series of photographs focused on the same subject -- such as several pictures of a racing accident, or pictures involving a common theme or subject, such as those taken for a road test -- will be considered to be one photograph. All pictures in the series must be mounted on one board whose size complies with the competition's requirements (see below). A maximum of two features may be submitted.

  Entrants must indicate clearly on the back of each mounted photograph the category into which the picture has been entered. Photographs entered into the competition previously may not be re-entered, even if they were re-published during the period open to this competition.

  All photographic entries must be in the form of colour or black and white prints mounted on an A3 board (420mm x 297mm). The colour of the board and whether or not it includes a border remains the choice of the entrant. The length of the longest side of the actual print – except in the case of a series feature – must not be less than 340mm and not larger than 420mm. The thickness of the mounting board must be suitable for display purposes. 

  Special cropping is allowed, provided the longest side of the mounting board is 420mm in length. Original transparencies may be submitted along with the prints.

  Photographs are considered published if they have been reproduced in the print media or if they have been submitted to a recognised photographic agency for publication.

  Images submitted must be accompanied by a clipping (or photostat of the page) from the magazine or newspaper in which the work originally appeared. In the case of pictures submitted to a photo agency, each should bear a certificate of authenticity to show that the image was legitimately lodged for publication within the dates that apply to this competition.

  Each photograph in the portfolio must be numbered on the reverse side and the category into which it has been entered must be clearly legible. On a separate sheet attached to the original clipping, photostat or certificate of authenticity, the photographer’s name must be listed. If the photograph has not been published, the fact must be stated.  

  The photographer’s name must not appear anywhere on the pictures.

  All photographs entered into the competition must have been taken and/or published between September 1, 2002 and September 5, 2003. All portfolios will be put on display at the prize-giving function. No late entries will be accepted.

Judging of Photographic Entries
Each photograph and each portfolio will be judged separately. Scores will be assigned for each picture on gold (five points), silver (three points), bronze (one point) or no award (minus one point) basis. 

  Similarly, scores will be assigned for each portfolio on gold (20 points), silver (12 points) and bronze (four points) basis. The winner will be the photographer who attains the highest collective image plus portfolio score. 

  Critiques of each image, and of each portfolio, will be made available by the judges to entrants once results of the competition have been announced.

  The significance of the no award (minus one point) score in the image section is designed to discourage entrants from padding portfolios with material of dubious merit.

Voting:  Motor Company of the Year
All full members of the Guild are asked to fill out and attach to their entries the Company of the Year nomination form that is part of the entry package. 

  Votes will be tallied and the company that receives the most will be deemed in the opinion of the Guild to be best at keeping journalists and photographers informed as to aims, policies and products.

Entry Procedure
Portfolios, along with completed entry forms indicating into which award categories the submissions fall, as well as the Company of the Year nomination form, must be hand delivered or sent by registered mail to The Convenor, SAGMJ Journalist of the Year Competition, PO Box 752 Parklands 2121. Hand deliver to 145 Oxford Road, Cnr Rutland Road, Parkwood, Johannesburg. Each category entry must be separate one from the other and include its own entry form. If the entry is to be judged solely for overall honours, the fact must be reflected on the entry form. Only one Company of the Year nomination form must be completed, irrespective of the number of entries submitted by individuals. No late entries will be accepted.

Queries
E-mail queries to sagmj@iafrica.com or fax to (011) 880 0225.

Results
Each entrant must agree to publish or broadcast – or reasonably attempt to publish or broadcast – the results of the competition, regardless of performance therein.

Awards Function
A gala awards function will be held at the Johannesburg Country Club, Napier Road, Auckland Park, on November 29, 2003.

Attachments

Attached to this copy of the rules is a press release from ABSA Vehicle Finance detailing its change of name from Bankfin. The release, like publication of the rules, is embargoed until midnight, July 3, 2003.

  Additionally, the voting form for the Motoring Company of the Year is attached. All full members of the Guild are eligible to vote once only for their company of choice. Please return the form to the Convenor by Friday, September 5, 2003.

